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	1st Billingshurst (Parbrook) Cub Scouts

Welcome to the spring term 2012
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Parbrook Cub Pack


Happy New Year. Christmas seems such a long time ago already and we’re looking forward to another year packed with activities, badges and camps as we continue to do more for less.
Spring term programme
( www.parbrook.org.uk/prog.doc 
As usual the leaders have been busy during the holidays working out a packed programme of interesting activities to keep us all busy between now and Easter. This term we’ll be giving you the chance to work on your collectors and artists badges. We also plan to make our usual spring term visit to the leisure centre where we’ll be doing swimmer’s badge assessments. At half term we’ll be making what has become our traditional visit to the woods for an evening in the dark. We hope to return rather drier than we did in the autumn term. As usual, the programme is online for you to download.

Parent help 
( www.parbrook.org.uk/rota.pdf 
We’re always grateful for the help that you give us. Baloo has again this term prepared a parent’s rota and we hope that you will be able to take your turn and help us out one week, especially as I won’t be around for a few weeks this term. Further information for our helpers is given on the website at www.parbrook.org.uk/helpers.htm. 
As you may have heard, the Duchess of Cambridge has announced that she will be helping her local Beavers and Cubs (http://www.scouts.org.uk/news/463/scouting-welcomes-royal-volunteer). You don’t have to be royalty to help us but remember, Cubs is not just kids stuff (www.parbrook.org.uk/notjustkids.pdf) and if you’d like to take a more active role in our pack just ask. Your skills and new ideas could be just what we need and you might find that you enjoy it too.
Subs
Our Subs are set by 1st Billingshurst at £30 per person per term. However, because of the money you have raised for us through our painless fundraising (www.parbrook.org.uk/funds.htm), we’re able to discount the money that you have to pay. We call this our “Parbrook Cashback”. We can only do this if you continue to support us by shopping online at www.spendandraise.com/parbrook throughout the year. 
We’re pleased to be able to confirm that our Subs will stay at £20 this term – once again showing that we do more for less. We know that the start of term can be a costly period with everybody asking you for money so that is why we don’t ask you to pay your subs immediately. As long as we have them by half term we won’t be chasing you for money.

Supermarket vouchers
( www.parbrook.org.uk/vouchers.htm
It seems a long time ago now that you were collecting your Tesco and Sainsbury’s vouchers for us. We are very grateful for the massive response. Even after contributing to the central group pot we had enough vouchers to be able to replace equipment which we had been told to destroy as part of the asbestos clear out this time last year. This included our pop up target and parachute. We had a few vouchers over and so were able to top up the six boxes with more equipment in the appropriate six colours. We also continued to increase our stock of cooking equipment for camp. Check the website to see what other equipment we have received and watch out for our kitchen helpers at camp sporting their new red aprons!
Diamond Jubilee badges
We are pleased to be celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee this year. We expect some special programmes in the summer term but all of us can wear the jubilee badge on our uniforms. It goes above your moving on award or “joining in” year stars (see http://scouts.org.uk/supportresources/search?cat=12,67,281 – where it is described as an “occasional badge”). However, in previous years we have found that there isn’t always room and so if you cannot fit it in then the alternative position is at the end of the sleeve that has the activity badges on it. If you have a Jamboree badge then it should now be removed (and put on your camp blanket). 

Six of the month
( www.parbrook.org.uk/points.htm
Our monthly points competition will continue this year and hopefully when we get the hall back, we’ll be able to start putting our posters up again to celebrate the six of the month. However, until then we continue to celebrate the successes each month on the website on our points competition page.
So it is congratulations to Red six who spoiled the unbroken Blue run through the rest of the year by winning the December competition. Congratulations also to James Grantham-Edney, our Cub of the month for December. We’ll be asking Scott (Cub of the month for November) to present the special woggle to James on our first week back.

Searching the Internet?
( http://parbrookcubs.easysearch.org.uk/
We all spend ages searching online. Now you can earn us ½p every time you search from our easysearch page.
Building work at the hall
The Group Chairman has assured us that everything is in place for the final phase of the building work to start at the hall. This phase will deliver an insulated roof with sound deadening tiles (long awaited by Raksha) plus new heating and lighting in the main hall. We’re hoping that it will also include lining our cupboard, replacing the shelves and fitting a new door and that the finished hall will also include a new noticeboard for us to use. That would finally return us to the position we were in before the asbestos scare started in November 2010.
We’re told that the work is expected to take about 3-4 weeks to complete and, once again, the hall will be out of use while the work takes place. We are now waiting for the Group to confirm the exact dates for the work and where we will be meeting on a temporary basis. We know that neither the Scouts nor Dauxwood Cubs will be meeting at all until the work is complete but did not think that was acceptable for us to miss so many weeks of our programme. Please keep checking the website and Twitter for news – as soon as we know what is happening, you will.
District Quiz, 3 February
( www.parbrook.org.uk/events/quiz.htm
About this time last year, our team of Matt Boyes, Sam, Josh and Cai beat teams from other Cubs packs in the District to become Quiz Champions. Now it is time to see if we can retain our title as we organise the event this year. We’ve moved it to a Friday evening but the times are the same, 6 – 7.30 and it will again be held at Petworth. We can enter as many teams as we’d like but each one has to be made up of 4 Cubs – an 8 year old, 9 year old, 10 year old and one other Cub. Please let us know by returning the reply slip if you’d like to be in one of our teams.
Camps 2012
( www.parbrook.org.uk/diary.htm
One of our commitments to you is that we will offer at least one “night away” each term. We have already confirmed Walton Firs in March, Stedham in September and our overnight camp in the hall in December. We are hoping to confirm Summer Camp (Sat 11 to Fri 17 Aug) and a weekend camp in May (25-27) very shortly.

Weekend camp at Walton Firs, 23-25 March
( www.parbrook.org.uk/events/waltonfirs11.htm
Our night away this term takes us to Walton Firs camp site near Cobham. It is a site that we haven’t been to since 2008 so it is definitely time for another visit. We’ll be sleeping indoors in dormitories with bunk beds so no need to worry about it being cold outside. During the weekend we’ll be working on our map reader’s badge but that just gives an excuse to explore the site. We hope to complete the orienteering course and may even visit the legendary (and very muddy) adventure course. 
Indoor accommodation doesn’t come cheap – the building alone is costing £180 per night before food and activity costs are added. This makes the cost of this camp a little more than we are used to paying as it works out at around £40 per person. However, as usual, our “Parbrook Cashback” comes to the rescue and allows us to reduce the costs to £27.50 per person. If you would like to come to camp please let us know by returning the slip with your camp fees. 
Painless fundraising
( www.parbrook.org.uk/funds.htm
I do seem to go on a lot about our painless fundraising but hopefully you’ll have spotted the real difference it makes to the running of our pack – and how everybody in our pack benefits from our “Parbrook Cashback” as we are able to do more for less. By shopping online (at www.spendandraise.com/parbrook) you can raise money for us at no extra cost. As with the supermarket vouchers we are up against the school for this but they have hundreds of people helping them. We just have Parbrook parents and you can see immediate results that use the money that you have raised. Special thanks to Victoria who has already raised over £46 for us online.
Nick Layt, Akela
www.parbrook.org.uk
REPLY SLIP for Cub (name) ___________________________________
	(
	Subs
I enclose my Subs for the Spring Term noting that the standard amount of £30 has been reduced to £20 by using “Parbrook Cashback” funding 
	£

	(
	District Quiz: Friday 3 February
I’d like to be in one of the Parbrook Cubs quiz teams at the District Quiz. I can make my own way to Petworth for a 5.45pm start on 3 February and note that the entry fee has been paid.
	

	(
	Weekend camp at Walton Firs: Friday 23 to Sunday 25 March
I’d like to come to the weekend camp at Walton Firs and enclose my camp fees of £27.50, noting that the actual amount of £40 has been reduced by using “Parbrook Cashback” funding
	£
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	Cheques should be payable to “Parbrook Cub Pack” 
and have the Cub’s name written on the back
	TOTAL:
	£









